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historical story of the death of John the Baptist
became in legend involved with a number of
those motives which are commonly found in the
Year-daemon myths. For example, in medieval
Byzantine texts we find that the dancing-girl
dances with St. John's head; that St. John has
•a. miraculous infancy, and is fed with honey in a
-cave ; we find, in general tradition, that St.
John's Day is Midsummer-day—the regular
festival of the Siin-daemon ; and that the
Russian Vertep plays and the Yarllo myth pro-
vide some very striking parallels to the ritual
stories about certain heads of decapitated Year-
•or Vegetation-daemons in Greek mythology.

I do not know the medieval legends about
John the Baptist well enough to know if Miss
Harrison's passing allusions to them are right
or wrong : for example, her suggestion that in
some of them he was made into a sort of Adonis-
figure. If she is wrong, let the Provost correct
her. But her main argument seems to me in
the first place to be an interesting and very
probable suggestion, though not capable of com-
plete proof or disproof; and, in the second
place, to be entirely undeserving of such a fierce

attack. Indeed, I can hardly imagine a more
inoffensive thesis. Miss Harrison never sug-
gests that the Gospel story itself is derived from
the Year-myth—though I do not for a moment
mean to imply that a scholar should be debarred
from making such a suggestion, if the argument
seemed to him to lead that way. She only once
suggests that it may have been affected by the
Year-myth — namely, that John's death may
have been put on Herod's birthday for a mytho-
logical reason, because in these stories the King
is. apt to die on the birthday of the enemy King.

The Provost ends by a denunciation of Com-
parative Mythologists. If we mythologists are
to blame for the excessive hostility which we seem
to arouse, I venture to suggest that it is chiefly
not for the reasons alleged by the Provost, but
for a quite different one. It may be true that,
like other groups of inquirers, we sometimes
fall into a sort of shorthand language which is
perfectly intelligible to other mythologists, but
is apt to be misinterpreted by outsiders. If that
is so, it looks as if we and our readers both
ought to be more careful.

G. M.
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